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an example

public static boolean search(int[] arr, int key) {
for(int i = 0; i < arr.length; i++) {
if (arr[i] == key )
return true;
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best, worst or average

Linear search in an array of size n.
If you're lucky, you will find it in the first position - O(1)
If you're not lucky, you will have to search to the end - O(n)
In average you will have to search through half the array - O(n)

We often only care about the average case - but need to be aware
of the worst case.
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